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The Conservation and Development of Cultural Tourism of the Mon Community
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the history of the Mon
community at Bang Kradee, Bangkhuntien District, Bangkok; (2) the context and
forms of cultural tourism in that community; (3) problems with cultural tourism in the
community; and (4) approaches to preserving the community’s culture and developing
cultural tourism in the community.

This study was a qualitative research. The sample population consisted of 2
groups. The first group of 12 key informants comprised leaders of the Mon
community at Bang Kradee, Bangkhuntien District, Bangkok; people knowledgeable
about cultural tourism; and tourism business operators in the Mon community at Bang
Kradee. The second group of informants consisted of 5 residents of the community
aged 15 or older. Data were collected from related documents, informal interviews,
observation and a community survey. Data were analyzed through descriptive
analysis.

The results showed that (1) the Mon community at Bang Kradee is a canal-
side community that is more than 150 years old the Mons of Bang Kradee moved
there from Samut Sakhon to establish a new community around near the end of the
reign of King Rama IV. It is a large community that has preserved its cultural
traditions. In the past, most transportation was by water and people in the community
used the Sanamchai Canal to travel to and from Bangkok. Mon traditional culture is
preserved in the local architecture, especially stupas, Buddha images, and collected
antiques, as well as in the people’s language and the family structure. Most of the
cultural characteristics are the same as those of the Mon community in Samut Sakhon
Province, so it can be surmised. (2) Cultural tourism in the Mon community at Bang
Kradee comprises tours and activities organized by the Arts and Culture Center and
cultural resources that are used to promote tourism, such as Wat Bang Kradee
Temple, local celebrations such as the Songkran Festival, the Saba tradition, the Bang
Kradee spirit channeling ceremony, the neighborhood merit making celebration,
Tayae Mon music performances, reed weaving, making nipa palm roofing and making
nipa palm mosquito whisks. (3) Problems with cultural tourism in the community
included environmental problems like litter in the canals and flooding; human
resources problems such as a lack of community leaders, and social or lifestyle
problems such as drug addiction and theft. (4) An approach to preserving the local
culture is to promote learning and understanding, especially among the younger
generations, so that members of the community will see the value of participating
more in cultural preservation. Approaches to developing cultural tourism in the
community are to build up the capabilities of the local people so that they can manage
tourism more efficiently and sustainably, and to manage the available space so that it
is suitable for hosting the traditions in the modern era.

Keywords: Preservation, Development, Cultural Tourism Mon Bang Kradee
Community
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